Fall

Fall: As cooler weather moves in and plants
go dormant, dry and flammable leaves make it
important to shore up your defensible space.

remove any combustible materials like brooms,
natural fiber door mats, leaves, pine needles,
cardboard boxes, and anything else that could
ignite from embers.

Inspect your 5-foot fire-resistant perimeter: D

Set a regular schedule for yard debris
clean-up and follow it completely.

Consistently clear your roof
and gutters of debris.

Check and clear areas such as decks and
porches where dry vegetation can collect.

The best time to prune plants is when they

enter dormancy. Consult a certified arborist

before pruning.

Don’t ignore debris that gets caught in
branches and shrubs; remove it.

Have your chimney and fireplace
professionally cleaned and inspected.
Check the mesh on chimney tops and house
vents. Replace any damaged mesh and make
sure it meets the recommended opening size:
between 3/8” and 1/2" for chimney mesh, and
less than 1/8” for house vents.
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Trim your tree branches: make sure they're
at least 10 feet away from any building.
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Trim any trees and bushes to create vertical
space between grass, brush, and trees.
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