Be Ready, Butte! 4th Grade Wildfire Preparedness Week
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LESSON PLAN 3

Defensible Space

First Five Feet

Suggested
Timing

20-30 minutes

Lesson
Goal

Help students
learn about the
importance of
keeping the first
five feet around
their house clear
from fire fuels

Learning
Objectives

Students will

be able to
understand
what 5 feet
from their house
looks like

Students will
understand
what types of
items should
not be inside
the first 5 feet

Materials Needed

+ Be Ready, Butte! tape measure + Take home worksheet

for every student

Teacher Information to
Share with the Class

Repeat after me: “Be a hero; clear Zone Zero!"”

Today’s lesson will teach us the importance of keeping the first five feet (also
called Zone Zero) around our house clear of fire fuels.

The first five feet around our homes are the areas we want to protect the most
from wildfire. Think of it as a “fire moat.”

We want to clear a barrier around our homes to prevent the fire from getting
close.

Question: who can name some things next to your house that could burn
easily?
Answers: dry mats, wooden furniture, dead leaves in your gutters, etc.

Keep this area clear to ensure there is enough room for firefighters if they need
to defend your home from a fire. Today, we will learn how far away five feet is
from a building. Take your tape measures, and let’s head outside.

Activity Explanation

1. Break the class into groups of at least 4.
2. Demonstrate how to mark out 5 feet with the tape measure.

3. Have each group measure out 5 feet on their own. Mark the 5’ line with a
rock or a stick.

4. Ask a question: did 5 feet seem long or short to you?

[If there is time] Have each student start at the wall and go heel to toe to
measure out five feet. How many steps was it to reach 5 feet? Now you can
measure 5 feet from a building no matter where you are.

6. Give the students the take home worksheet to complete with their parents.
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