Be Ready, Butte! 4th Grade Wildfire Preparedness Week

LESSON PLAN 2

Defensible Space &mv

o BUTTE

Understanding Fire Fuel

Suggested
Timing

15-20 minutes

Lesson Goal

Help students learn
about how fires
behave and what we
can do to prevent
them from coming
near our homes

Learning
Objectives

Students will
understand the
basic concepts of
defensible space

Students will
understand what
fire fuels are

Students will
understand the
importance of
clearing fire fuels

A public safety project by
Butte County Fire/CAL FIRE

Materials Needed

» Be Ready, Butte! pencil « Story activity
» Classroom worksheet

Teacher Information to Share with the Class

In today’s lesson, we're going to learn about fire fuels.

Question: Can anybody name things in your yard that burn easily?
Answers: leaves, sticks, dead bushes, dead trees, tree branches,
wooden furniture, etc. Try to get as many answers as possible.

Why do you need to know about fire fuels? Fire looks for things to burn.
Keeping flammable items away from our homes and our yards means
fire won't have anything to burn if it ever comes near. It has a better
chance of going out if there is nothing to burn, and then it can’t get to our
houses. This is a smart way to help protect our homes.

When we rake our yards, clean out our gutters, and remove fire fuels
from our yards, we say we are creating what’s called “defensible space.”
We are creating space to keep wildfire away from our house. We are
defending our home from fire.

Activity Explanation

1. Hand out the story activity and have each student
read it to themselves.

2. Give each student a pencil and a worksheet.

3. Have them circle the items that should be removed from the picture

to create defensible space.
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4. Ask 2 questions while they are circling: orrect Answers

Dead tree log
+ Were you unsure about any of these? Leaf piles
Which ones? Leaves in gutter
Branch hanging over the roof
« When do you think is a good time of  Pine needles on the roof
year to remove fire fuels? BBQ with gas tank
Propane tank under deck
5. Review the answers together using the Tall weeds by deck
answer key. Wooden rocking chair
Pile of firewood under deck



